Excellive  Ufury; 


ACTS  AND  LAWS, ; 

Faffed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court 
or  Aiiembly  of  Their  Majefties  Pro- 
vince  of   the  Maffachufetts-Bay^  in 

NEW-ENGLAND   &c 


7 


For  the  Reftraining  the  taking 
Exceffive    Ufury, 


ORASMUCH  as  the  abatement  of  Intereft  hath  alwayea' 
been  found  Beneficial  to  the  Advancement  of  Trade,  ancf 
Improvement  of  Lands  by  good  Husbandry  ;  and  whereas 
the  taking  of  Eight  in  the  Hundred  for  the  Interelt  of 
Money,  tends  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  Ingenuity  and  Induftry 
in    the   Husbandry,   Trade,    and   Commerce   of    this    Province. 

f  .  -  ■  •     -  -  ■  -  -  " 

22>c  it  for  tfjc  iScafiataS  afowfirib,  <£natteb  ftp  tge  <JSot>mtout? 
Council,  anft  HcptcfcntatiW,  Contocnco  in  General  Wtoxti&& 
anti  it  i£  4Enattefe   tip   tfje  3GutJ)oritp  of   t|jc  fame, 

That  no  perfon  or  perlbns  whatfoever,  from  and  after  the  firft  •  i.^ti  r.^ 
day  of  mtgufi  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thoufand  Six  Hun-  £JT2S 
dred  Ninety  Three ;  upon  any  Contract  to  be  made  after  that  time,  ~  '  'L, 
fhall  take  direaiy  or  indirectly,  for  Loan  of  any  Moneys,  Wares,  K  i"™  ™f 
Merchandize,  or  other  Commodities  whatfoever,  above  the  value    of  Money 

A  z  six       J' 


tf/TS^ 


Six  Pounds    for  the  forbearance    of  one  Hundred  Pounds  for  a  Year  j 
and    fo   after  that  Rate   for   a  greater  or  leiier  Sum,    or    lor  a  longer 
or  fhorter   time  ;  and   that  all  Bonds,  Contracts,  Mortgages    and  Aiiu- 
raftces   Whatfoever,   made   after    the   time    aforefaid,  for   the    payment; 
of  any  principal  or  Money  Lent  or  .Covenanted  to  be   lent,   upon  or 
for   Ufury,   whereupon    or   whereby  there  {hall   be    Referved,    or  ta- 
Pemhj   /or  ken  above  the  Rate  of  Six  Pounds  in  the  Hundred  as  afprejaid^fhall  be 
Contracting  utterly  void  ;  and  that  all  and  every  Perfon  and  Perfons  whatfoever,  which 
for  more.       fhall  after    the  time   aforefaid,   upon  any    Contract   take,    accept,    and 
receive   by  way  or   means   of  any  Corrupt   Bargain,  Loan,   Exchange, 
or    by   Covin,    or   deceitful    conveyance,    or   by   any    other  way   or 
jtneans  whatfoever,  for  the    forbearing  or   giving  day   of  payment  for 
one  whole   Year,   of,   and  for   their  Money  or   other  thing  or  things, 
above     the    fum    of L  Six  Pounds  for  the   forbearing  of  one  LIundred 
Pounds   for  a  Year  ;    and  fo   after   that  Rate  for  a   greater  or  leffer 
Sum,     or     for    a  longer    or   fhorter  time   ;    fhall  forfeit    and   loofe 
for  every  fuch   Offence  the  full   value    of  the  Goods,  and  Moneys,    or 
other  things    fo   lent,  Exchanged,  Bargained,  Sold,  or  agreed  for  ;  one 
Moity   thereof  to  Their  Ma  jetties,   towards  the   iupport   of  the    Go- 
vernment  of  this   Province,   and  the   contingent    charges    thereof,  the 
other   Moity    to  the    Informer*  that   fhall  iue   for     the  lame   j   any 
Cuftom,    Ufage,  or  Law   to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

ta  sav'mf       ^ttfoitHfy  nothing    in    this    A&  fhall    extend   to   the    letting   of 
£'    Cattle,    or   other   Uiages  of  like  nature,     in    practice     amongft    Far- 
mers,   or  Maritime    Contracts  among   Merchants,  as  Bottommary,  or 
courfe  of  Exchange,  as  hath  been  heretofore  accuftomed. 


Building  of  Ships.  *y 


For  Regulating  the  Building 

°  of 'Ships.- 


TOrafmuch  as  the  Building  of  Ships  is  a  bufinefs  of  great  Im- 
portance for  the  Common  Good,  and  therefore  according  to 
the  Goui'fe  and  Practice  of  Their  Majefties  Kingdom  of  dcnQ? 
lailtr,  Suitable  Provifion  is  neceflary  to  be  made,  that  it  be 
well   Performed. 

23c  it  therefore  Cnactcb  Bp  tfyt  <J5oucmour,  tfounril  antr  He* 
prcfcnfatiuc£  Coiturnrti  in  General  SMfemMp,  anti  &p  t\)t  %ut^ 
rttp  of  tije  fame, 

That   when   and  fo  often  as  any    Ship   or  Veffel    of  thirty  Tuns  or 
upwards,  is  to  be   Built,    and,  fet    up   in-  any  Town    or  Place   within  Veffels       ef 
this  Province  ;  before  any  Plank  be  brought  on,   the  Builder  or  Owner  thirty  Tuns 
(hall   repair   unto  one  of  the    next  Juftices  of  the   Peace    within  the  or  upwards 
fame  County,  who    upon  Requelt    made,    is    hereby  Impowred   to  ap-  to  be   Sur- 
pcint  and  Authorize  one  or  more  abb  Shipwrights,  to  be  Surveyors  of  the  veyed      by 
laid  Building,  and  of  all  the  Materials  and  Workmanfhip  in  and  about  the  Warrant 
lame  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  the  Builder  or  Owner  lees  caufe  to  call  from  a  Juf- 
them ;  who  are  to  take  care  that  all  the  Materials  be  found,  liifficient  and  tice  of  Peace 
fcirable  for  the  Occafion,  and  that   the  works  be  done  and  performed 
Strong,  Substantial  and   according  to   the    Rules  of  their  Art,    and    to 
dired  that  all  inefficient   and   defe<ftive    Timbers   Plank  or  other   Ma- 
te) ials  be    taken  out  and  amended  ;  no  Timber  or  Plank     of  Oake   to 
be  allowed  other   than  White  Oake  :     which    Surveyers    fb    appointed 
fhail  have  an  Oath  Adminiftred  unto  them,   to  be  Faithful  and  Indiiterent 
between  the  Builder   and   die   Owner. 

9tn&  it  ig  farther  <£nactc&  fip   tJjc  Sfiutgoritp  aforefaifc, 

•     That   if  any   Builder   upon   the   advice   and  dire&ion   of  fuch    Sur- 
veyer  or  Surveyers  fhall    neglect,   to  reform  and    amend  what   is  judged   Builders 
to  be  defective  or  ami  Is  in   any  Materials  or  Work  -man-lhip fhall  forfeit  penalty  for 
and  pay  the    Sumfti  of  Five    Shillings  per.  diem    to  the  ule  of  the  poor  neglect     of 
of  that  Town   where  fuch  Verlel  fhall  be  in  Building  until  the  detects  be  Amendment 
amended  ;  being  Convicted  officii  negleft  before  one   or  moreJufKces 
bit  the  Pea;e,   unbls  fuch  jultice  or  Juttices  upon  hearing  of  the  Builder 

B  fhall 
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{hall  fee  caufe  to  allow    him  Tome    farther  'rcafbnable  time    for    doing 

of  the  fame.     And  if  any  Builder  fhall  bring  to,  and    fallen  any    Plank 

upon  any  Ship  or   VeiTel   of  the  Burthen   aforeiaid,  before  a    Warrant 

Tenahy  for  of  Survey  be  obtained    as  aforefaid,  and  the  Surveyer,  -  or  Surveyers  have 

negleci     of  been  to  view  the   Frame   |    Every   Builder  Offending  herein,  fhall  For-l 

procuring  a  feit   and   Pay  the  fum  of  Ten  Pounds ;    the  One  Moiety  thereof  to  the 

Survey!"       ufe    of  Their    Majefties-,    for    Support    of    the     Government     of     the 

Province    and -Contingent  Charges  thereof,   and  the  other  Moiety  to  him 

or  them  that    fhall  Inform  and  Sue   for   the    fame,  by.  Bill,  Plaint  or 

Information  -in  -any   of  Their  Majefties  Courts  of  Record. 

$n&  it  ijs  fvsxtlytt  <©tacteb  fep  tip  Sfiu^oritp  aforcfaitr. 

That  when  any  Surveyer  or  Surveyers  are  called  upon  by  the 
Surveyers  Builder  or  Owners,  to  Survey .  the  Work  or  .  Materials,  as  is  provided 
allowance,  in  this  A£t,  every  fuch  Surveyer  fhall  have  for  his  Care  and  Attendance 
when  called,  -three  Shillings  for  every  Survey ;  which  Charge  of  Sur- 
veying is  to  be  born  by  the  Builder  when  he  is  defe<5&ve  ;  .but  when 
the  Builder  is  not  in  fault,  then  by  the  Owner  or  Owners,  And  in  cafe 
of  Travail  out  of  Town,  to  be  further  allowed  for  their  time  and 
neceffary    Changes. 

1:  ill 


- 


Encouraging  a  Poffc  Office, 

HEREAS  Their  Moft  Excellent  Majefties  by  Their 
Letters  Patents  under  the  Great  £>cal  of  (jEltglaitJj, 
bearing  Date  the  Seventeenth  Day  of  jfefcruarp  in  the 
Year  of  out  Lord  One  Thousand  Six  Hundred  Ninety  One. 
Have  given  unto  Thomas  Neale  Efq.  His  Executors  Adminiftrators  and 
Afligns  full  Power  and  Authority  to  Ere&  Settle  and  Eftablifh  within 
the  Chief  Ports  of  Their  laid  Majefties  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America, 
an  Office  or  Offices  for  the  .  Receiving  and  Difpatching  of  Letters 
and  Pacquets,  and  to  Receive,  fend  and  Deliver  the  fame  under  fuch 
Rates  and  Summs  of  Money  as  the  Planters  fhall  agree  to  give  &c 
To  hold  and  enjoy  the  fame  for  the  Term  of  Twenty  One  Years/ 
with  fuch  Powers  and  Claufes  as  are  neceffary  on  that  behalf  ;  as 'by  the 
laid  Letters  Patents,  Relation  being  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully 
and  at  large  appear  :  And  whereas  Andrew  Hamilton  Efq.  is  Deputed 
and  Conftkuted  to  Govern  and   Manage  the  faid  General  Poft-Office 

for 
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for  and  throughout  all  Their  Majefties  Plantations  aiid  Colonies  in  the 
Main  land  or  Continent  of  America  and  the  Iflands  Adjacent  thereuntd 
Purfuant  to  the  Dire&ions  of  the  faid  Letters  Patents  : .  and  whereas 
he  faid  Andrew  Hamilton  hath  made  Application  to  His  Excellency 
and  Council  and  Reprefentatives .  Convened  in  General  AlTembly,  that 
they  would  Afcertain  and  Eftablifti  fuch  Rates  aiid  Summs  of  Money 
upon  Letters  and  Pacquets  that  (hall  be  Received  and  Difpatched  by 
die  faid  Officer  or  Officers  ;  For  the  Effectual  Encouragement  of  the  faid 
General  Poll  Office  •  and  for  the  quicker  Maintenance  of  mutual  Cor- 
relpondence  amongft  all  the  Neighbouring  Colonies  'and  Plantations  a- 
forcfaid  ;   and   that  Trade  and  Commerce  may  be   the  better   preferred. 

>*&*  it  tfjewfate  aEnottcfc  ftp  t$z  <&tmtmoxit  Council  anb  fe 
prefentatinc^  4onucneli  in  General  ^(Temfclp,  .-ate  lip  &}r.3£u> 
t*?ontp  of  tljt  fame, 

That    there   be   from    herice-forfh   a'  General   Letter-Office    Ere&ed 
and   EftabliJhed  in  feme  Convenient  place  within i  "the  •  Town  of  2&0ffon,  -d    General 
from   whence  _ali  Letters   and  Pacquets    whatsoever:   rrtay   be  with  fpeed  Letter  Office 
and  Expedition,   lent   into  any  part  of  the  Neighbouring.  Colonies,  arid  Erected    m 
Plantations  on  the  Main   land   and  Continenc   of  America,  or  unto    any  Bofton. 
of  Their  Majefties   Kingdoms    arid    Dominions    beyond    the   Seas  ;   at 
which  -faid  Office   all   Returns  and  Arifwers  may   be  like  wife  Receiv- 
ed,   and  that  one  Mailer  of  the  faid  General  Letter  Office*   mall  fforii 
time   to  time   be  appointed  by  the  laid  Andrew   Hamilton,   which     laid 
Mailer  of  the  Office  or  his  Servant,   or   Agent  and  no   other  Perfon 
or  Perfons  whaffoever,   (hall  from   time    to   time,   have     the    Receiving! 
taking  up,  Ordering,  Difpatching,   fending  Poft,  or  with  ipeed,  arid  deli- 
vering of  Letters  and  Pacquets   whatsoever,   which    fhall  from   time    tq 
time  be  fent  to   and    from  all   and  every  the   Adjacent  Colonies   and 
Plantations  on  the  Main  land  dnd  Continent  of  America,    or  any  other 
Their  Majefties   Kingdoms   and  Dominions    beyond    the    Seas}    where 
he   the    faid    Poft-Mafter-General,    fhall     fettle    or  caule   to  be   fetledj 
Pofts,  or  -Riming   MeiTengers   for   that   purpofe*     except   fuch     Letters 
of  Merchants    and  Mafters    which   fhall  be   fent  by  any    Mafters    of 
any  Ships,  Boat,   or  other   VeiTels   of  Merchandize,  or   by    any  other 
Perfon  Employed   by  them  for   the  Carriage  of  fuch  Letters  aforefaid,; 
according   to  the  Refpe&ive  directions ;    and   alfb  except   Letters   to  be 
lent  by   any    private   Friend,   or  Friends,  in  their   way   of  Journey,  or 
Travail,   or  by  any  Meffenger,  or  MeiTengers,   fent  on.purpofe  fori  of 
or  Concerning   the  private  Affayrs   of  arty  Perfon   and   Perfons. 

%xfo  &c  it  fimtljtt   €nactc&  Bp  tlje  Sfintfjotttp  aforefaid 

That  it   fhall    and  may    be   Lawful    to,    and  for    the   Poft   Mafter 
General   aforefaid,   and  his  Deputy   and    Deputyes*    by    him   thereunto  the    fevirdl 
Sufficiently  Authorized,  to    Demand,   have,   Receive   and    take"  for   the  Rates     for 
Portage  and  Conveyance  of  all   fuch  Letters, .  which   he   fhall  fo  Con;  Portage   of 
vey  Carry  or  fend  Poft   as   aforefaid  j   according  to   ths   Several   Rates  Letters, 
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and  Summs  of  Current  Money  of  this  Province  hereafxr  mentioned, 
nor  to  Exceed  the  lame  ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  the  port  of  every  fingle  Letter 
from  Europe,  the  Wefi-Indies,  or  other  parts  beyond  the  Sea?,  Two  pence  ; 
and  all  Letters  are  to  be  accounted  fingle,  though  they  Contain  Bills  of 
i  .oading,  Gazets,  lnvoyces,  &c  and  for  each  Pacquet  of  Letters  from  the 
pi  ices  aforelaid,  Four-pence  •  and  a  Pacquet  {hall  be  accounted  three  Let- 
ters at  the.  leaft,  and  for  the  Port  of  every  fingle  Letter  from  Rhode-IJland 
to  teflon,  or  from  23ofi01t  to  Rhode-IJland,bix-^once,  and  fo  in  proportion 
to  the  greatnefs  and  quantity  of  Letters,  and  for  the  Port  of  each  lingle 
Letter  from  the  Poft-Road  in  Conneituut  Colony,  to  Lofton,  Nine-pence, 
and  fo  in  proportion  ?s  aforelaid  ;  ani  for  the  port  of  each  fingls  Letter 
from  the  City  of  New-Tork,  Twelve-pence,  and  fo  in  proportion  as  aforc- 
faid  ;  and  for  the  Port  of  each  fingle  Letter  from  the  Provinces  of 
Eaft  or  Welt  Jerfey,  or  Penjilvania,  Fifteen-pence,  and  fo  in  proportion  as 
aforelaid;  and  for  the  Port  of  each  fingle  Letter  from  Mary-land  or  Virg'mi- 
a,  Two  Shillings  each  fingle  Letter,  and  fo  in  proportion  as  aforelaid,  "and 
for  the  Port  of  each  fingle  Letter  from  Salem,  Three-pence;  From  Ipfwkb, 
Newbury,  or  other  places  Ealtward  of  Salem,  within  this  Province,  Four- . 
pence  ;  and  from  fife  at  aqua,  Six-pence,  and  fo  in  proportion  as  afore- 
laid; And  if  any  Letters  or  Pacquets,  {hall  Lie  and  Remain  in  the  Office 
Uncalled  for,  by  the,  fpace  of  Forty  Eight  Hours,  the  Poft-Mafter  then 
fending,  them  forth  to  the  Refpe&ive  Houfes  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
they  arc  Directed,  fhall  have  and  receive  one  penny  more  for  each 
Letter  or  Pacquet. 

And  for  the  more  Effectual  Encourage- 
ment of  the  faid  General  Poft-Office. 


23e  it  $ uztXytt  Cnattcb  ftp  tfje  3lut!f)orirp  ufotcfailt, 

■p  a.  +  *  r  -Tnat  a11  fucn  P&rf°ns  a5  ftaU  be  Employed  by  the  Poft-Mafter  Ge- 
lTJ ■'  V^irerabm  the  feveral  Stages  within  this  Province,  fhall  and  may  Pafs  and 
Hrrage free  j^^  .^  an^  evcry.  perry  w{^n  tni5  Province,   at   any    time    during 

the  Continuauce  of  this  A6t  in   Force,    without    paying   any    Rate    or 
Sum  of  Mony,  either  for  his  own  or  his  Horfes  Paiiage. 

3&n&  he  it  tfuttfja  €nattcb  bp  t$t  g&utljoritp  afarcfaib, 

That  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  or  Bodys  Politick  or  Corpo- 
Tenalty  for  rate,  other  then  the  Poft  Mafter  General  aforelaid,  fhall  prefums  to 
any  to  Erett  Carry,  Recarry  or  Deliver  Letters  for  Hire,  other  then  as  before  ex- 
aPoft- Office,  ccpted,  or  to  Set  up  or  Employ  any  Foot-Poft,  Horfe-Poft  or  Pacquet- 
xiher-  thaWQa^t  whatfoever  for  the  Carrying,  Conveying,  and  Recarrying  of  any 
theToft-maflxxztxs  or  Pacquets  by  Sea  or  Land  wichin  this  Province,  or^fh.«tt 
ter  General  provide  and  maintain  Horfes  and  Furniture  for  the  Equipping  uF^njr 
herein  nam-  perfons  Riding  Poft,  with  a  Guide  and  Horn  as  is  uiiial  in  I  heir 
ed.  Majefties  Realm  of  €ngIontJ,  upon  the  pain  of    Forfeiting    the    Sum 

or 
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bf  Forty  Pounds  Currant  Money  of  this  Province,  for  every  feVeral 
Offence  againlt  the  Tenour  of  this  prefent  A£t  to  be  Sued  and  Re- 
covered in  any  Court  of  Record  within  this  Province,  by  Bill,  Plaint, 
or  Information,  wherein  no  Effoyn,  Protediofi  or  Wager  of  Law . 
fhall  be  Allowed  :  one  half  of.  the  faid  Forfeiture  to  Their  Majclties,  ;i 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  Government  of  this  Province,  and  the  Con- 
tingent Charges  thereof  ;  the  other  half  tb'the"  Pbft-Mafter-Gerieral,  Who 
fhali  fiie   and   profecute    for"  the  lame.       -         ■"- < 

5SniJ  Be  it  fnrtfjer  €itattcU  ftp  tfjc  ^utfjoritp  aforxfaib, 

That   all  Letters  and   Pacquets   that  by  any  Mafter  of  any    Ship  or  ^Matters    of 
Veflel,   or  any  of  his  Company,   or   any   Palfengers     therein,  (hall    or"  ships  &iio 
may  be   brought  to   this  Port   of  25ofiron,  (  other   than  fuch   Letters  as  deii.ver    '  ^ 
are  before  Excepted  )  fhall  by  fuch  Mafter,  Paflenger,  or  other  Perfon,  t/Jejr  L€tters 
be   forthwith  delivered    to   the   Poft-Mafter  of  Lofton,    for   the    time  t0    t/je  p0a 
being,  or  unto  his'   Servants  or  Agents  by  him  or   them  to  be  delivered  office. 
according    to  the  feveral  and   refoecHve  dire&ions  of  the   fame ;  the  laid 
Poft-Mafter,  of  his  Servants  paying    to  the  Mafter  of  any  fuch  Ship  or 
VefTel,    fo  delivering  in  his  Letters,  a  half-penny  for   every.  Letter    or 
Pacquit. 

3Enfc  it  i$  f  mtfyct  enaitttx  6p  ifc  %ut$tttitp   aforefat&s 

That  the  Poft-Mafter-General,  his  Officers  or  Servants,  fhall  continue 
conftant  Pofts,  for  the  carriage  of  Letters  to  the  feveral  Places  and  Penalty  for 
Stages  above  mentioned  ;  and  fhall  feaforiably  and  faithfully  deliver  thePoftmaf- 
forth  the  Letters,  according  to  the  Intent  of  this  Aft,  upon  pain  of  ters  neglect 
forfeiture  for  every  Omiffion  Five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  as  afore-  0f  continuing 
faid,  and  to  be  difpofed  the  one  half  to  Their  Majefties,  as  afore-  conjiantPofii 
faid  ■  the  other  half  to  the  party  aggrieved,  who  fhall  fie  for  the  and  deliver- 
ferne.  ing  Letter^ 

Sfinti  it  i#  tfwzfytt  €ttatt!e&3 

That  the   faid  Poft-Mafter,  his  Agents     or   Servants-,  npoii  the  com-  Letters  to  U 
ing  in  of  every    Poft,   do   mark    every   Letter  with  a   Print,   to   fhoW  marts. 
:   day  of  the   Moneth,  and  Year  when    every  Letter  came   in. 

%■{&  it  ig  SfurtJjec  €nmctx  6p  tfje  $utf>otit|t  afdrcfaiii, 

That   if  any'  Ferry-man  within   this  Therr    Majefties   Province,   fhall  TJmlty  M 
at  any  time  negled,  refufe,  or  delay   the  conveying  over  his,  or  their ■""J^Hf. 
Ferry    any  Poft-man,   or  his  Horfe,   he  fhall  forfeit  the  fume  of  Five  H"** 
pounds,  to  be  recovered   and  difpofed;. as  the   penalty   before  by    this 
Ad,   laid  upon   fuch   as  fhall  fet  up  any   Poft  or  Pacquet  Boat. 

OUrfc  it  i£  f  uctfjcc  enmtb  £rp  tfje  mtfymtp  aforetaifc, 

-That  all  Letters  of  Publick  concernment  for    Their  Majefties    Ser-  j>uiM.  Let- 

*■ '  rice,  ters  togofrei* 
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vice,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  .fhall  be  received,  di  [patched 
away,  and  delivered  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  according  to  the  reipedive 
directions  thereon  free  of  all  charge  ;  and  without  demanding  or  re- 
ceiving any  Money  or  pdy  for  the  fame,  any  tiling,  herein  before  con- 
tained  notwithstanding. 

^COlti&eJj,  that  this  Act,  nor  any  thing  therein  contained,  {hall 
continue  in  force  any  longer  than  three  Xears  frOnv and  after  the  Pub- 
lication thereof,  any  thing  herein^  to-  the  contrary    riotwishftanding. 


— 


■  — ! -■■         -'   .  .. ; 1 

:"  '  i 

For  Confirmation   of  Titles  within 
the  Iflands    of  Capawock,  alias 
Marthas  Vineyard     and 
Nantuket, 

i  ....... 

WHEREAS  Their  Molt  Gracious  Majefties,  our  Soveraigrt 
Lord  and  Lady  KING  J©i!fliam  and  QUEEN  Styatp, 
in  and  by  Their  Royal  Charter,  or  Letters  Patents, 
bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  the  leventh  day  of  (0rtOi&cr. 
In  the  third  year  of  Their  faid  Majefties  Reign  I  for  the ,  Uniting, 
Erecting  and  Incorporating  of  the  Colonie  of  the  Mtffachufetts  Bay., 
and  Colonie  of  New-Ylimmth,  the  Province  of  Main,  the.  Territory 
called  Acada  or  Nova-Scotia,  and  all  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  Hhte- 
tween  the  laid  Territories  of  'Nova-Scotia,  and  the  laid:  Province  of 
Main,  into  one  real  Province  by  the  name  of  the  Province  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  Bay,  in  ^cfco^ttglanJ!  :  have  therein  particularly  named, 
comprehended  and  included  the  Iflands  of  Capawock  and  Nantucket  as 
part  of  the  laid:  Province  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  annexed  the 
feme  thereto.  And  alfo  all-  Iflands.  and  Iflets,  lying  within  Ten 
Leagues  direiftly  oppoute  to.  the  main  land:   within   the    laid  Bounds. 

And  whereas  Their  faid  Majefties  have  alfo  been  gracioufly  pleated 
in  and  by  Their  laid  Letters  Patents  ;   to  grant  and  ordain  that  all 

and 
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and   every  fuch  Lands,  Tenements  and    Hereditaments    and    other    fi- 
liates,   which   any  Perfon  or   Perfons,  or   Bodies    Politick     and    Corpo- 
rate 'Towns,   Villages,  Cc Hedges   or  Schools,    do    hold   and  enjoy     or 
ought  to   have,  hold   and  enjoy  within    the    bounds   of  the  faid    Char- 
ter   by  or  under  any    Grant    or   Eilate    duely    made    or   granted,   by 
any    General  Court '  formerly  held,   or    by  vcrtue-  ®f  the   Letters    Pa- 
tents herein    before     recited,    or  "by    any    other   Lijwfitl   right    or  title 
whatfoever  ;  (hall,  be  by   fuch-  perfon.   or  perfcns,  Jfcdies-  P&itick    and 
Corporate, 'Towns,  Villages,  Colledges_  or  Schools,  their  ^  reipedive  Heirs 
Succeilbrs  and   Affigns    tor  ever  hereafter   held   and   enjoyed    according 
to  the   purport   and   intent   of  fiich  refpedtive   Grant,    under  -aad  fub- 
jedt  neverthelefs  to  the   Rents  and   Servfeisi  thereby  referred  -  br  made 
payable   &c    as  in  and  by  the  before   recited  .Charter    or    Letters  Pa- 
tents   reference  thereto  being,  had  doth   and    wiHTrrore   fuHy   and   at 

large  appear.  -      -        k  ■*     c 

But  forafmuch  as  the  faid  Hantr  of.  Capau>ock,  alias  Martha's  Vine- 
yard,  and  the  Ifland  of  Ndntuket,  were  for  fome  time  under  the  Rule 
and' Government  of  the  Province  of  New-York,  and  the  properties  and 
Titles  of  the  Lands  upon  the  faid  Iflands  reipedtively  being  .derived 
and  founded  upon^feveral  Grants  and  Patents  made  and  granted  by  the 
Succefive  Governours  of  the  (aid  Province  of  New-York,  ;  and  lo  le- 
gal there  according  to  the  conftitutution,  ufage  and  cuftom  of  the 
Government  of  faid  New-York.  And  the  Inhabitants  and.  Proprietors  of 
Lands  within  die  faid  Ifland  of  Capawobk,  alias  Martha's  Vineyard  and 
the  Ifland  of  Nantuket'  •  for  their  better  quiet  and  latisfadion,  defir- 
ing  this  Courts  confirmation  of  the   fame. 

" ""  -  ;  -        -    .     •         .        ■         . 

%t  x£  therefore  SDcciarefr,  mti  <H*nactcfc  fin  fyt  ^quctnoutf 
Council  anii  Jtepttftntattucg  Conuenefr  in  <Scntral  3&fTcmohjr, 
ant)  bn  tfje  Stutijoritn  of  tlje  fame, 

That -all  Lands   Tenements,    Hereditaments  and1  other    Eftares    held 
and  enjoyed  by  any    perfon  or  perfons,  Towns,   or.  Villages  within  the 
laid  Iflands  of  Capawock,  alias  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantuket,    and  each 
of  them  refpedtively,    by   or  under   any  Grant  or  Eftate    duely  made 
or   granted    by     any     former   Government,  or   by   the  Succeffiye   Go- 
vernours   of  New-York,  or   any  other  lawful  right   or  Title  whatfoever  ; 
fhall  be  by   fuch  perfon   or  perfons  Towns  or  Villages  their  refpedtive 
Heirs,  Succeffors  and  Affigns,  forever  hereafter  held  and  enjoyed,   accor-; 
ding  to   the  true  purport  and    intent  of  fuch  refpedtive  Grant,   unddr 
and  fubjedt   neverthelefs  to  the  Rents  and  Services  thereby  referved  or 
made    payable  :    And  are  hereby   ratified   and  confirmed   as  fully  and 
amply  to   all  intents,  conftrudtions  and   purpofes,  as  the  Lands  in  any 
other  parts  or  places  within  this  Provincej  by  virtue  of  Their  Majeities 
Royal.  Charter, 

j , ; , — — , :  -• . 

c  i  M 
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For  the  better    Collecting  the 
Impoft  and  Excife,  and  Pre- 
venting Frauds. 


. 


■ 


B 


'€■  it  <£nactcb  fcn  tijc  <i35oucrnour,  Council,  anb  $epftfeits 
taijiuc£,  Comtcnefc  in  General  3fcflem&in,  nnii  fin  tfje  %u* 
igjf&tj^af.'.tgje-.ftme, 

..  i  . .  -.••  .       .  i     ■  .....:       ..... 

That  fuch  Qfficer  or   Officers  as   are  ■  or     fhall  be    Impowred   and 

appointed  by    the   Commiffioners     for  Impoft   and   Excife,   fhall   have 

Officers   Im-  power  and  are   hereby  Authorized,   to   enter  on  Board    any  Ship    or. 

pwred     to  Veffel,  There  to  make  fearch,  or  to  attend   the  unloading    of  any  fuch 

epter      anj  Ship  or  Velfel,  the  better  to  prevent  fraud,  and  to  fecure  the  true  payment 

fearch  Vejjds  0f  tjie  DutieSi  as  by  A&  or  A<fts,  for,  or  relating  to  the  Impoft  and  Excife,' 

is  irripo'fed. 

And  all   Mafters  of  Ships   or  other  Veffels  coming  in  to  any  of  the 

M  a  /-Harbours   or  ports  within  this  Province,    before  they  break 'Bulk    fhall 

p   rs    °J_  make  a  Report  to  the  Commiffioners  for  Impoft  and  Excife,  or  fuch  as 

f   !i  are   by  them   appointed   to  Receive     the   fame,   the    Contents    of  the 

I  d  (I  Ofh    Loading;  without   any   charge   or  fee  to  be  demanded  or  paid  for  the 

if     l     /.fame.  And    if  they  have    on  Board  any  goods  liable  by   Law     to 

i     b  Ik    ^  Pay .  I.mpoft  ;  They  fhall  then  alfb  give  an  Account  under  their  Hands,' 

°  to  the  beft   of  their  knowledge,  of  the  quantities,   Species,    and  to  whom. 

the  goods  are   configned,  with  the  marks  thereof,  after  which  they  may 

unload  and    not  before,  on  pain  of   Fifty    pounds  to  be   forfeited  and 

paid  by  each   Mafter,  who   fhall  ncgleft  his  duty   in  this   behalf. 

25c  it  tfmttyz  <£nactcb  nn  tfyc  5Huthoritn  afot'cfoio, 

Goods  to  he..  rphat  no   Goods  that  by  Law  ought  to  pay  Impoft  unloaden  out   of 

landed mtbe  any  Ship  or  Veffel ;  fhall  be  landed  on  any  Wharfe  or  into   anyWare- 

daytmeonlj.  j1QUfe  or  other  place,  but  in  the  day-time  onely,   and  that  after  Sun  rife, 

and  before  Sun  fet ;  unlefs  in  the   pretence  of,  and  with  the  content  of 

the  Officer   appointed   to  infped  fuch    affaires,   on    the    Forfeiture   of 

«"*  good, 
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3En&    it  i£  f  uxfyct  o^iiactcti, 

That  every  Mafter  or  Head  of  a  Family,  ;  fhall  be  accountable  Afafiers  of 
for  the  Tranfgreffion  of  the  Law  Relating  to  Retailing  Without  f:,mli'es  l0 
Licence,  whether  it  be  by  his  Wife,  Children,-  Servants,  b&  any  f.  fC0ll^a} 
other  Imployed   by     him.  bhforbn*ch 

%Xfo  all  Perfons  Retailers  of  Wines,  Liquors,  Beer,  Ale,  or  °S the  Lam 
Cyder,  fhall  make  entry  and  Pay  as  per.  Law,  The  Excife  for  the 
Tame,  before  they  receive  it  into  their  Houfes,  Cellers,  Shops,  Ware- 
iiouies,  or  other  rooms  ol  places,  on  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  fame; 
(  unlefs  they  have  agreed  by  the  year  with  the  Commiffioners  )  any  Law . 
or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding  :  Add  whatsoever  Wines, '  Li-s 
•juors,  Cyder,  Beer,  or  Ale,  that  is  bought  by,  or  for  any  Retailers  and 
(hall  not  be  eritred,  but  is  concealed ;  the  Commiffioners  for  the  Im- 
poft and  Excife,  or  any  Impowred  by  them,  may  on  Their  Majefties 
behalf  fue,  and  recover  of  fuch  Retailer  every  fcch  fumm  or  furrUns, 
as  mould  have  been  paid  for  fcch  Wines,  or  Liquors  fo  bought  and 
concealed ;  by  Information,  Plaint,  or  a&ion  of  debt,  in  any  of  Their 
Majefties  Courts    of  Record    within  this  Province. 

%\\k  it  t£  f  utttict  <£natte&  6p  tfje  3Eurfjoritji  aforefai&; 

That   all  Retailers   that   refufe   to  open  the  Doors  of  dfeir  Houfes,  fuQice     0f 
Cellers,  Vaults,  Rooms,  or  other  places  fufpecled  by  the  Commiffioners,  j>eace     }0 
or  perfons  by  them  Impowred  to   infped  die  Excife  ;  to  have  Wines,     mj.   j^ar. 
Liquors,  Beer,  or  Cyder  Concealed,  with   intent   to  defraud   Their  Ma-  ^.art      ror 
jefties  of  the  duties  required  and  laid  by  die  Adl:   for   Imfoft   and  Excife,  ir'eafcfll   ^ 
upon  complaint  made  to  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  it    inall    and  may  pert  $£1    ' 
be  Lawful  for,  and  fuch  Juftice  Is  hereby     required    to  IiTue  out    a 
Warrant   to  fuch  Officer   complaining,  thereby  to  enable  him  with  the 
Affiftance  of  a  Conftable  in  the  day  time,  to  break  open  the   Doors  of 
flich  Houfes,  Cellers,  Vaults,  Rooms,-  or  other   places,-  where    they   are 
denied  entrance  ;  and  finding  any  Wines,  Liquors,  Beer,   or  Cyder  con- 
cealed that  ought,    but  yet   hath  not  been    entred,    and  the  duty  of 
Excile  paid  as  the   A<5t  provides ;   they  are  to   feize    and    fecure   the 
fame  in  order  to   Tryal  and  Condemnation  ;   and  all  Conftabks  and 
others  arc  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  them  therein. 

3Cnb  if  any  Wines,  Liquors,  Beer,  or  Cyder,  be  Seized  for  any  Of- 
fence committed  againft  the  Aft  for  Excife,  in  any  of  the  particulars  j71  cafe  of 
thereof , ;  the  proof  whether  the  duties  be  paid,  or  fecured  to  be  Seizure  the 
paid,  fhall  lye  upon  the  Claimer,  and  fhall  not  be  Incumbent  on  the  proof  of  du- 
profecutor,  or  informer,  in  behalf  of  Their  Majefties  and  hinifelf  :  tye*  being 
3S>E0\)iiK&,  fuch  Seizure  be  made,  or  Aftion  brought  within  Ten  paid,to  lye  en 
dayes,  after   the  ground  for  fuch  forfeiture,   or   adion  did  aijfe.  the  Claimer. 


\ 


Killing  of  Wolves, 


9£n&  it  i$  furtfjct  €natteU  3&#  tlyt  %ui$mt$  afdrxfaitr, 

That  all   penalties  and    forfeitures     arifing    for  the   breach    of  this 

A<5r,  or  any  Clauie  or    Article    therein,    fhall   enure    and  accrue  one 

Forfeitures     half  thereof  to  Their  Majefties,  towards  the  fupport  of    the    Govern- 

h<m>  to  be      ment  of  the    Province  ;  the  other  half  to  him,   or  them,  that    fhall 

Jifyofed.       inform  and  fiie  for  the  fame. 

3?>rJJi>ii5C£i  neverthelefs,  that  this  A&  fhall  continue  in  force,  until  thq 
Twenty  ninth  day  of  %y$&->  One  Thoufand  Six  Hundred  Ninety  Four, 
and  no  longer,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  die  contrary  diereof 
in  any  wile  notwithftanding. 

» 

- 
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Encouraging  the  Killing 
of  WOLVES. 


<&  it  €nattco  6p  tfje  4Etotomtoui:,'  €c«ntH,  anfc  ticpzei 
fmmitotg,  Conbeneb  in  General  3MfcmuIp,  an&  ftp  tfje 
Sftutfjoritp  of  ttje  fame, 


That  whofoever  hath  fince  the  Fourteenth  day  of  &E&V,  One 
Wolves  to  he  Thouiand  Six  Hundred  Ninety  Two  .-  or  fhall  hereafter  Kill  any 
■paid  for  out  grown  Wolfe  within  this  Province,  and  bring  the  head  thereof  unto 
of  the  Town  the  Conftablc  of  the  Town,  in  whiah  iiich  Wolfe  fhall  be  Kill'd,  or 
Stock.         to  the  Conttabte  of  thy  Town  next  Adjacent  unto  the  place    of 

Killing 


Killing  of  Wolves,  ifj 


Killing  fuch  Wolfe,  without  the  bounds  of  any  Tovvn-fhip,  fnall 
have  a  Receipt  of  the  Conftable  for  the  fame,  and  the  Conftable 
fhall  cut  off  both  the  Ears  from  liich  Head  •  And  the  party  pro- 
ducing the  Conftables  Receipt  unto  the  Select  men  of  faid  Town, 
or  fome  one  of  them,  fhall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Towns 
Stock,  the  ium  of  Twenty  Shillings  forv  every  head,  as  aforefaid, 
of  a  grown  Wolfe  by  him  kill'd,  and  the  fcm  of  Five  Shillings  for 
every    Wolves  Whelp. 

And  the  better  to  furnifh  the  Select 
men  with  a  Stock  fufficient,  to  an- 
iwer  fuch   payments. 

That  the-  Seledt  men  of  each  Town  refpe&ivcly,  fhall  be,  and  «;«  ■-»-- 
hereby  are,  Sufficiently  Authorized  and  Impowred,  to  Affefs  the  In-  fn  r  h™ 
habitants  of  their  Town  yearly,  in  due  proportion  as  near  as  they  i^  s  *  -T 
can,  fuch  fum  and  fums  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary,  to  ferve  that  i0VJtt,  ^alP 
Occafion,  together   with   other  charges  of  the  Town,  and  to  caufe  the^0^  f" 

fame   to  be  Collected   in   manner    as     is  by     Law  dire&ed    for    the  caJ*onj  % 
gathering  of  Town  Rates  :    And  all  fuch    funi  and  fums  of  Money,  ***"»*?  *., 
ib  paid   out  of  any  Town   Stock,  for    the  Killing     of  Wolves,    th<ip,i%J*'' 
fame   being  made  to   appear,    fhall  be   allowed    unto   fuch   Town   by  V*  r    ■:^- 
the  General  Treafurer  of  the  Province  out  of  the  PubEck  Revenue.  ^' 
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